
July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Comiunications Comlission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

R q V C  Docket No. 0333’. 

D e s  Chairman Powell, 

I m writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hiddrn charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variery of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to say connected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s nppointmenf or 
slay in touch with family and fiiends. These cards offer convenience and predicrable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices o f  these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable altcrnative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new ‘%-state” sccess charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can leasr afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 

are not subject to t (e  exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

ccs: dommissioncr Michael 
Commissioner 

Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
'Washington, DC 20554 

,_~.~_---- -.. 
REGC Docket No. 0 3 3  

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do nor 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they haVE to stay connected 
- u, make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor's appointment, or 
slay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and, predictable cost, RS 

&here are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they arc an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-statc" access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to bc paid to local telephone companies will subsrantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing h e  benefits Latino and other communities gain 
h m  these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbimt new access charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, . 

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July 7, 2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE(WC&ket No<--. 

Dear Chairnian Powell, 

1 am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor's appointmenf or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost tu 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnecled if the prices ofthese cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer goups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

Bur such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new "in-state" access charges 
and other fees on prc-paid cards. The fees would funncl directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minutt charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
&om these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and dvcidc that 

the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Cornmissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 
,--- --. 

R E k C  Docket No. 03-133'3 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority commur es ri won w-cost t( . *  :ommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and &ends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming inillions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying "in-scare" access charges and other fecs on 
cerrain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing a credit histov, bank accounts and other means ncccssary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cuds to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants. senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prcpaid calling cards are the only option available - withour them, many consumers 
could. quite literally, be left without access to relephone service. Raising &.e price of  prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price incrtares. 

Jmposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
tclcphone companies IO collcct such charges, wen when bey  do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus makjng these services substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and rcfuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioncr MichaelKpps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Comrnissioncr Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelsrein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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Chairman Michael PoweU 
Federal Communicorions Commission 
445 12th Street S.W. 
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Dear Chairman Powell: 

\ 

Latino and other minoritv communities n uvon - .  w-cost relecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon serviccs upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees on 
ceriain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos. particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing a credit hiaory, bank accounts and othrr means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available -without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in  the cost ofprepaid calls, 
desroping the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services 

ccs: Comrnissioncr Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Ktvin Martin 
Commissioner Jonarhan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Conpessperson 
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Chairman Michael Powell 
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445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 
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m<WC - Docket N a J  - 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am witing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid Calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card scrvices for a variety ofneeds. Many of these ConsurnerS do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local tekphone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have IO stay connected 
- t o  make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appoinment, or 
stay in touch wirh family and friends. These car& offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid cnllhq cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because thcy are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

BUK such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new %-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burdcn would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substanrially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
from these services. Please stop any effon to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subjwt to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

ccs: Conunissioncr Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelsein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th S t r e q  S.W. 
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--. .--- 
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Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am wn'ting to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon callinE card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a luge deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phonc calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor's appointment, or 
stay in touch with faniily and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards incrcnse. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordablc allcmative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

Rut such price hikes arc precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts ncw "in-state" access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel direcrly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
from these servicc.s. Pleasc stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michscl Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Conmunications Commission 
445 12th SQeet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

I --- 
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Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost teleconmunications scmices to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and fiiends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend. immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying "io-state" access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a rcsult, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly h a m  individuals who can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to  a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the Luge, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

-'- 

Senator 
Senator 
ConBessperson 



Chairman &fichael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th d e e t ?  S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

,/------ 

RE C D o c k e t N o . >  - 

Chairman 4owell: 

Tbe FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

n e  Latino'cornmunity is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximahly 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below S20,OOO have used prepaid cards. Prepaid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they Save consumers money. 

With gas and milk pnces already holding f x e d  and low income conswnm hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
householdslwho are on fmed incomes depcnd entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the crcdir rating or hefly deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the tclcphones 
of family njembers and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connected" ns we look for 
jobs, bunt for houses, or schedule many ofthe other daily appointments that we all have. 

1 simply fm'd it unimaginablc that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interesis over corporate gain by keeping 
affordable'prepaid calling cards a priority. 

S i n c e r e  

I . .  

ccs: 

Co$missioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Sonator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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Chairman Michael Powdl 
Federal Cobunica t ions  Commission 
445 12th Skeet, S.W. 
Washingtoii, DC 20554 

REQ'tet No. 03-133','+ -, 

I 
,/- 1 

-_. 

Chaimian gowell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move IO increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latinoicommunity is particularly sensitive to any pncc increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Larino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20.000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices alrcady holding iixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
householdslwho are on futed incomes depend entircly upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefiy deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the tclcphones 
of ramily rdembers and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some ofthe nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
chargcs. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over co6pOrate gain by keeping 
affordab1e:prepaid calling cards a priority. 

i 

I 

Commissioner Knthleen Abcrnathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Cohiss ioner  Jonathan Adelstein 
Serlator 
Senator 
Congessperson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

./;I-- - Docket No. 03-3'1 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access chargcs and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalcnt in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk priccs already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
no1 be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
houcieholds who are on fried incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
mcet the credit raring or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
gcning a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls kom payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connected" as wve look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many ofthe other daily appoiniments that we all have. 

I simply find ir unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of Lhe nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. n e  FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Knthleen Abcmathy 
Commissioner Kevin Manin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

DockctNo. 03-133> -. 

Chairman Powell: 

Thc FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, yon will simply drive up the COG for minority or 
disadvantagcd individuals to stay in touch in their comnunities. 

The Latino communiry is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Jndeed, half ofthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fried and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fmed incomes depcnd entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or he@ deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls kom payphones or the telephones 
of faniily members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginablc that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on diere cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be thc largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. Tbe FCC should stand up for consumer interesis over corporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

Sincerely, 

as: Commissioner Michacl Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July 7, 2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

/--- 1 RFI: WC Docket NO. 03-13>. u-’ 
De= Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities. low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many ofthese consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appoinhnent, or 
stay in touch with family and fiends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-pnid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the pm 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
&om thcsc services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

CCS: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 
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RE($ciI;ockctNo. 03-13> 

Dear Chairman Powell. 

1 am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges a n d  fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-incomc familics, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and milirary 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many o f  these consumers do not 
have a credit hi~tory, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be thc only option they have to stay connected 
- to  make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, makc a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. n e s e  cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. Jn econornidly disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable altcmative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely whar the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall sqwe ly  upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
from thcse services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these senices are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

ccs: Conmissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adclsrein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congessperson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 !2th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounrs, or the mems to pay a lnrge deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable COS& i ~ s  
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards U E  
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alrcmative to regular and 
wireless tclephone sewices. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
from these services. Please stop any efforr to raise rates on American consunen and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: issioncr Michael Cop# 
Cohiss ioner  Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Comniunications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

- 
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W W C  Docket No. 0 3 - w  

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose ncw access charges and fccs upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community i s  particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in par( because 
lhey save consumers money. 

With gas and milk priccs already holding fxed  and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fxed  incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements h a t  local phone companies insist upon beforc 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neigbbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many ofthe other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
chargcs. The FCC should stand up Tor consumer interests over coiporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

ccs: Commissioner Michad Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abcmsthy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th Street, S.W. 

~. -- - 
M W C  Docket No. 03-13?> 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost ofthese cuds,  you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

Thc Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino l~ouseholds use them. Indeed, half ofthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Re-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fised and low income consumers hostaage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In pmicular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes dcpcnd entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or he& deposit requirements thar local phone companies insist upon before 
gctting a phone. With prepaid cards, consmcrs can make calls fiom payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many ofthe other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some o f  the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over coFporatc gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid cnUing cards a priority. 

Y 
ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Kathleen Abcrnsthy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelsrein 
Scnator 
Senator 
Conpessperson 



July 7,2001 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Fcderal Communications Commission 
MS 12th Sneec S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

<WC Docket No. Ozs 
Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority commun es JC W-cost t f  :omrnunications services 
accomplish many e v w  ;lay tasks, from lo&& for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and Eriends. But pending bcforc the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon sewices upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumm nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying %-state” access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing a credit histo?. bank accounts a n d  other means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to  stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Studcnts, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - withour them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left wirhout access KO telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases. 

lmposing in-stare charges would amount to a subsrantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the u~ility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell tlie calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin M d n  
Conimissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Conpssperson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michac.1 Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the  FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, !ow-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many ofthese consumers do nor 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay conneczed 
-to make phone calls to look far a job, for afrordable housing, make a doctor’s appointmen\ or 
shy in rouch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups bccause they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless ~clephone services. 

Bur such price hikes art precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicu new ‘%-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase tbe per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefirs Latino and other communities gain 
from these services. Please stop m y  effon to raise rates on American consumers and decidc that 
these services are not subject to the exorbimnt new access charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner J o n a ~ a n  Adelstein 
Senator 
Senaldr 
Congessperson 



July 7.2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 

@C Dockd No. ;*J 
Dear Chairman Powell: 

44s 12th Street, S.W. 

Latino and other minority c o r n m u r ~ ~ ~ -  s ri ~, upon lw-cost tel ecommur cations services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and fiiends. Bur pending befort the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees on 
cemin prepaid calling card services. Uany Latinos, pmticularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing n credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to sray connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens. and others face similar challenges. 

As a result prepaid calling cards are the only option availnhle - without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford pricc increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying rhe utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Pleue 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 

Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 

Commissioner Kevin Martin 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

- 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am uliting to ask that the FCC not imposc ncw hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-incornc familics, senior citizens, immigrants, collcgc students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, far affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cos< ils 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices o f  these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer goups because they arc an affordablc altmative to regular and 
wireless telephone scrvices. 

BUI such price hikes are precisely what tht FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access charges 
and other fees on prc-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consuniers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
fiom these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: c&l% C o m i  ‘ ner Kathleen Abemathy 

CommissionerXevip Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July 7,  2004 

Chairman Michacl Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Stseet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

Chairman Po\uell: 

' h e  FCC should not impose ncw access charges and fccs upon prepaid calling cards. lfyou 
move to increase the cost ofrhese cards, you will simply drive up the COSI for minority or 
disadvanhged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is panicularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cuds; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalenl in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk pnccs already holding fxed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
bouseholds who arc on fsed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they c m o t  
meet the credit rating or he@ deposit requircmenrs that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepnid cards, consumers can make calls &om payphones or the telephones 
of family inembers and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries ofsuch 

stand up for cousnmer interests over cniporate gain by keeping 
cards 3 priority. 

Commissioner Kathleen A&mathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelsein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July 7 ,  2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Svect: S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

@<DockctNo. 0 3 - 1 3  

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. lfyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, )IOU will siniply drive up the cost for minoriq or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 45% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half ofthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Prc-paid calling cards are so prevalent in p u r  because 
they save consumers money. 

W’ith gas and milk prices alrcady holding fued  and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or lie& deposit requirement5 that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the tclcphones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many o f  the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
chuges. The FCC should stand up lor consumer inter- over eofporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepnid d i n g  cards B priority. 

ccs: CommissioGr Michael Copps 
Commissjoner Kathleen Abcrnathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congreesspcrson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michnel Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington DC 20554 
445 12th Street, S.W. 

WC Docket NO. 03-133--.. <T 
Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am witing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety ofneeds. Many of these consumers do not 
have a crcdit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
sewice. For thcse consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to makc phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, maks a doctor’s appointment or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable COS& as 
there are no hidden fces or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispemable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless rclephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-stare” access charges 
and other fees on prc-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarcly upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Lstino and other communities gain 
from these services. Please stop m y  effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and othsr fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



Chaimian Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.\V. 
Washington, DC 20554 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fecs upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the COSI of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino houscholds use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Prepaid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk priccs already holding fwed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telcphoncs 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we. look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up f o r  consumer interests over corporate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid d i n g  cards a priority. 

Sincerely, A 

Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congessperson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Strect, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Military personnel stationed in thc U.S. and all over the world rely heavily upon low-cost 
tclecoimiiunications services to keep in touch with family and friends back home. But pending 
before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce ncw charges and Ices on these cards that we 
depcnd upoii to stay commectcd, immediately harming the tcns of thousands of Amencan service 
m m  and women stalioned worldwide. 

1 understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and ohcr fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. American service personnel, particularly those who move 
frequcntly, rely upon these prcpaid calling cards to keep in touch with their families at set, 
affordablt rates. 

As a rcsult, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, militaw personnel 
could. quite literally, be. left without access to ielcphone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will dircctly h a m  individuals who are most in nccd of vital phonc service to keep 
their loved one5 within reach. 

linposing in-stare charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards for our service men and women. Please look out for OUI 
military pcrsomiel and refuse to impose new access charges and fces on prepa.id calling card 
seivices. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Cornmissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Matin 
Conmissioner Jonathan Adelslcin 
Senator 
Sena,tor 
Congcssperson 



July 7 .  2004 

Chainiian Michael Powell 
Federal Conmunications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE@VDocker *----=?-* KO. 03d-l 

D c x  Chaimian Powell: 

Militarypersonnel stationed in the U.S. and all over the world rely heavily upon low-cost 
lelecommunications senices LO kecp in touch with family and friends back home. Bur pending 
before h e  FCC is a proposal that would introduce new charges and fees on these cJrds that w e  
depend upon IO stay comicclcd, immediately harming the tens of thousands of American service 
illen and woiiien stationed worldwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card selvices. American service pmsonnel, particularly those who movc 
tiequently, rely upon rhese prepaid calling cards to keep in touch with their families at set, 
affordable rates. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards arc :he only option available - without thcm, military personnel 
could, quite literally, be lek without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who are most in need ofvital phone service to keep 
their loved oms within reach. 

liiiposing in-state charges would aniounl to a substantial increase in the cost ofprepaid calls, 
destroying the utility orcalling cards for our sewice men and women. Please look out for our 
miiitary pcrsonnel slid rehse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services 

Sincerely, 

ccs’ Conmussi er Michael Copps 
Comiiissioncr Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

*Docket No. 03-13> 
\..-__-- 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety ofneeds. Many ofthese consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnecied if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because thcy are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access charges 
and orher fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can l eas  afford to 
bear it. 

Addin& access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
from thcse services. Please stop any cffm to raise rates on American consumers and decide thai 
these services are not subject to tbe exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

ccs: Comr&zsionerMichad Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstcin 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Cornmun ications Commission 
4/15 12th Sweet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

- .,-, 
WC DocketNo. 03-133 .) <- / 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am uniing io ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
senrices. 

Mioritics, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bmk accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to  make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointnient, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable c o g  as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnecled if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they arc an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikcs are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new ‘%-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would fume1 directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
fiom these services. Please stop any efion to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioncr Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen AbLrnathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Commun icarions Commission 
445 1 ith Street, S.W. 
Washinbaon, DC 20554 

.~ ~ ~. ~ ,. ~ <&: WC Docket No. 03-1’T3- 

Dem Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch wirh fmi ly  and friends. But pcndmg before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately hamiing millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on Lxed incomes or those 
establishing a credit histoof3 bank accounts and other means nccessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available -without them, many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afFord price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards Io disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such chargcs, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to inipose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Manin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 


